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Upon this very important subject a 
great deal has been said, but like all 
other principles which need to be con- 
tinually practised, it is necessary to 
it before the 
of the people, an De asm y to the 
notice of the ‘Latter-day Saints, be- 
cause they are: under greater obliga- 
tions to obsérve the laws of God than 
any other’people'on the earth. To 
whom much’ is- given, of them'much 
will be required ; and as-the Saints 
have been blessed’ with a clearer un- 
derstanding of the requirements of the 
Gospel than the world have, it follows 
that they will be under greater condem- 


‘ation for infringement of Gospellaws. 
Tithing is a Gospel law, though 
., persons imagine that it was an insti-* 


tution: ‘peculiar. to. the Mosaic law:. 
. Our father Abraham‘ lived ina Gospe 
dispensation; ‘long before‘ the law of 
carnal commandments” “was ‘added 
because of transgression.” -Paul de- 
clares that the Gospel was preached’ to 
him, and Jesus informed. the’:Phari- 
sees that Abraham ‘knew of ‘His com- 


ing, that he saw his day ‘‘ anid‘ was 


Now Abraham paid his Tith- 


was no doubt handed down from: his 


forefathers as one of the principles of — 
eternal truth which were made known 
to our first parents. It is evident, 


also, that he taught this principle to 
his posterity, for we find that b, 


after receiving the vision commonly 


the w 
ment, and faith; these ought 
ye to have done, and not to leave the 
other undone.” 
will be seen from this quotation, that 
though Jesus set aside many | 


which were ‘said by them of 


Most High God, who blessed himand — 
administered to him bread and wine. yj 
Tithing was a law with which he 

seemed to be well acquainted, and it — 
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law of Tithing, but that he confirmed 
and enforced it while rebuking the 
boasting Pharisees for neglecting other 
vital principles of true religlon. Jesus 
says to his disciples, ‘‘ Except your 
righteousness exceeds the righteous- 


ness of the Scribes and Pharisees, ye 


shall in no case enter the kingdom of 
heaven.” Now here is one thing in 
which the righteousness of the Phari- 
sees exceeds that of some of Christ’s 
professed disciples in these latter days, 
for those who neglect to obey the law 
of Tithing, neglect one important duty 
that the Pharisees were particular to 
observe. 

In the consideration of this subject, 
one great truth must be kept promi- 
nently before our attention, and that 
is, that ‘‘the earth is the Lord’s and 
the fulness thereof.”” God is the lord 
of the manor. He has never conceded 
his right to the soil to any man. It is 
true he has promised to give certain 
portions to some of his servants as an 


inheritance, but their time for posses- 


sion has not yetcome. The children 
of men live upon God’s earth by his 
permission, and he hasa right to make 
what demand he pleases upon them 
for the privilege they enjoy. Tithing 
is the rent which he demands. They 
have not only the privilege of occupa- 
tion, but the benetit of all the varied 
and beautiful producticns of the soil, 
access to the rich and wonderful trea- 
sures waiting to be brought from 
earth’s dark interior to its sunlit sur- 
face, and the use of all the creatures 
that inhabit land, sea, or sky. All 
these are his property ; is there, then, 
anything unreascnabte in his demand 
that the tenth part of what man gathers 
around him should be dedicated to the 
Lord? 

Not only do the things which man 
accumulaies belong personally to the 


: Lord, but the very body he inhabits, 


by the physical powers of which he 
gathers what he desires for his use, is 
made out of God’s earth, the very 


atmosphere he breathes is God’s air, 


and the skill which he manifests in 
his cémplicated and diversified manu- 
factures, is a reflex on his mind of the 
light of God ‘which lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world.” 


“There is a spirit in man, and the 
inspiration of ,the Almighty giveth | 


them understanding.” He, then, who 
objects to pay so small a rent for such 
extensive and invaluable privileges, 
shows that he does not appreciate the 
bounty of bis Maker and Provider, or 
that he is ungrateful for the benefits 
conferred upon him, and in either case 
is unworthy of an inheritance upon 
the earth. 

All people upon the earth are re- 
quired to become subject to the law of 
Tithing ; but of course those to whom 
it has been specially revealed are more 
particularly under obligations to ob- 
serve it. The Latter-day Saints are 
as much under condemnation if they 
disobey it, as the ancient Jewish peo- 
ple were, for they have aed: as 
plain and explicit a commandment in 
relation to it, although not given with | 
as much detail, as Israel received 
through the Prophet Moses. The reve- 
lations upon this subject are contained 
in the Book of Doctrine and Cove- 
nants, and are published to the world, 
so that all who desire may read and 
understand what God requires. Now 
hear what the Lord said to the people 
who neglected the law in ancient times. | 
‘‘Willa man rob God? Yet ye have 
robbed me. But ye say, Wherein 
have we robbed thee? In tithes and 
offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse: 
for ye have robbed me, even this whole 
nation.” (Mal. iii, 8, 9.) Hereisa 
sweeping accusation against a whole 
people. And will not this same charge 
be preferred against every individual 
who now refuses to ‘render unto God 
the things that are God’s?” | 

But the payment of Tithing should 
give pleasure and delight to every one. 
Obedience to any of God’s laws should 
nut be looked upon as a burden griev- 
ous to be borne. It should be offered 
as a grateful tribute to the Lord of the 
whole earth, joyfully, freely, and 
honestly. True happiness springs 
from keeping the commandments of 
God, therefore, as Tithing is one of 


his laws, happiness and pleasure are 


sure to flow from attending to its re- 
quirements. On the other hand, dis- 
content and unhappiness are. sure to 
follow disobedience. For he who 
neglects to comply with a known reé- 
quirement is dissatisfied with himself, 
and soon becomes equally so with 
everybody else. 
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To every law of God there is affixed 

a penalty and a blessing, and that 
penalty or blessing is peculiar and 
ang to the law. If, then, a man 
0 


ey the law of Tithing, he becomes 


entitled to the blessing pertaining to 
that law, and he can obtain it upon no 
other terms. But there are several 
blessings pertaining to that law—one 
is an increase of the earth’s produc- 
tions, another is exemption from the 
judgment of fire that shall take place 
at the Lord’s coming, and another is 
the privilege of entrance into the 
Lord’s house, where the ordinances of 
salvation are to be administered for 
the living and the dead. Should not 
obedience to that law, then, be ac- 
counted as a privilege? Who should 
look upon that as a task, which shall 
bring to him such abundant and pre- 
cious fruits ? : 
Another thing should be borne in 
_ mind in our investigation of this sub- 
ject, and that is, that the rent paid to 
the Lord of the earth is expended for 
the benefit of those who pay it. The 
Lord does not claim his tithes to enrich 
himself. Can we add anything unto 
him who controls the treasures of the 
universe ? 
immensity are his, and all nature 
ministers to his will. He takes none 
of the Tithing away—it is all spent on 
the estate, and used, under his direc- 
tions, to bring more good to his ten- 
ants than that which they expend 
themselves. It is not lavished upon a 
few individuals for their private bene- 
fit, but expended for the best interests 
of the whole people. One of the most 
important uses to which Tithing is 
put, is the erection of a Temple which 
the Lord says he always requires his 
people to build unto his name. And 
what is the object of that Temple? It 
is that the Lord may reveal to his 
people things that can be made known 
im no other place; that ordinances 
may be explained and administered, 
which will link together the genera- 
tions of the just, and connect them 
with the everlasting chain of Eternal 
Ones who reign in the glory of their 
Priesthood ag the sons of God ; that 
rinciples may come to light which 
Have been kept hid from the founda- 
tion ‘of the world, pertaining to life 
increase, order and power, the 


The wealth and glory of 


earth, the spirit world, and the bosom 
of eternity, where our Almighty Fa- 
ther sits enthroned in the splendor of 
his Godhead ; that our true origin, 
eternal family relationships, and future 

ition and destiny may be esta- 


lished, and power conferred upon us 


to walk in the footsteps of the Great 
Head, until we become fully like him, 
and can wield the sceptre of righteous- 
ness in our own dominions in th 
mansions of the blest. 
Tithing under the Lord’s 
direction, will save the people of the 
Saints from the curse of pauperism— 
so degrading to all the nations of the 
earth—by feeding the widow, the 
fatherless, and the infirm, that their 
cries for bread may not go up from 
our midst to the heavens, as they now 
ascend from wealthy, so-called Christ- 
ian lands. It will be used in various 
ways for the general good, that the 
community may flourish and grow into 
a mighty people, who have a revenue, 


as well as all other religious and na- — 


tional affairs, based on correct princi- 
ples, and under the immediate direc 


tion and control of the Eternal Ruler. 
With such glorious objects before 


us, and such powerful stimulants to 
y their 


obedience, who will refuse to 
lawful and just tenth, that they ma 
be entitled to receive the promise 
blessings? The poorest Saint can 
keep the law as well as the wealth 
man—a penny is as good as a pounc 
if it is the tenth. e principle, an 
not the sum, is the important point at 
issue ; and the object of this article is 
not so much that the finances of the 
Church may be improved — thougl 
that is ‘‘a consummation devoutly to b 
wished”—as that we may all be led to 
investigate, understand, and obey this 
important law, and thus place our- 


selves in a pe sition to receive the blés- 


sings pertaining thereunto. 
Much more might be said upon this 


matter, but it must be said another | 


time. May God bless those who in 
their poverty remember the law of 
Tithing, to. keep it, that their sub- 


that they may have faith to’ — 
other commandments, and thus o 


stance may increase and never fail, ral ‘ 


a full and complete salvation im tha — 


presence of the ather. Amen. — 
W. 
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NEW PHASE OF MORMONISM.—POLICY OF THE 


PROPHET. 


| (From the Alta California, April 20.) 


The Salt Lake Telegraph (Mormon) 
of April 9th has a report, covering 
over three columns, of the second day’s 
proceedings of the thirty-seventh an- 
nual conference of the Mormon Church. 
So far as these proceedings relate to 
the religion of the ‘‘ Saints,” they are 
mot worth the notice of the general 
reader, any more than the proceedings 
of a Millerite or Shaker meeting. But 
in another respect they challenge our 
closest attention. The speeches and 
sermons, and the vast crowd of men 
and women in attendance (6,000), all 
indicate that these people are as terribly 
fn carnest as «ver were Mahomet and his 
Wicutenants in the founding of a new re- 
ligivn. Moreover, they are no longer to 
be treated as mere visionary fanatics, 
without plot or clearly defined purpose 
or prospect of the realization of their 
drcams. The speeches and sermons, 
from that of Brigham Young down to 
the ‘‘remarks” of the most insignificant 
‘¢ Elder,” are full of that sort of counsel 
fo the people which, if followed, must 
make them wealthy, vital, and powerfully 
¢nfluential ; and this advice on material 
things is just enough spiced with reli- 


gious admonition, and the usual bun-. 


combe of priestcraft, to give it the 
greatest possible effect with both sexes 
and every class of society. 

That Brigham Young is a man but 
tndifferently understood by the world at 
large, we are quite convinced. He has 
been accepted generally as an ambi- 
tious humbug, using the fanatical fools 
who follow him to make his own for- 
tune. Sometimes he is represented as 
merely an ignorant fanatic ; sometimes 
as a hypocrite, laboring wholly for self. 
A close study of the man, we think, 
will show him to be more than a com- 
pound of all these qualities. Heis, in 
addition, as cunning as a fox, and as 
ambitious as Lucifer. He rules the 
Mormons as absolutely as the Mikado 
does the Japanese ; and he is so aim- 
‘ing to rule them as to develop all their 
‘powers and wield them all in the in- 
terest of the false faith he teaches. 
His resources are unfailing. He is by 


turns a bully, a prophet, a philosopher, 
a general, a statesman, a diplomast; 
but his role at the late Conference was. 
that of a fatherly adviser. The points 
which he pressed upon the people were 
these: First, no more trade with Gen- 
tiles ; second, rigid domestic economy, 
including the ostracism of whisky and 
tobacco ; third, home manufactures ; 
fourth, we? cultivation of the useful 
sciences—chemistry, botany, su 
phonography, &c. ; fifth, 
iron mines and the creation of machi- 
nery ; and sixth, (to keep up the reli- 
gious part of the establishment,) the 
speedy completion of the new Temple, 
which the unusually large crowd in 
attendance at this Conference shows to 
be a necessity. 
Every one of these points was pressed 

home upon the people by every argu- 
ment that could touch their pocket, 
pride, or religion, and repeated in one 
shape or another by every Bishop and 
Elder” who spoke. Certainly no ru- 
ler could, wnder the circumstances, gre 
better advice. If the people follow tt, 
they will very soon gather around their 
settlements every element of material 
power, and be quite independent of the 
rest of the world. While the many will 
be skilled in useful industry, the lead- 
ers will be immensely rich, and the 
leader of all will wield this great and 
growing power to spread his faith in- 
every direction. if, in their extreme 
poverty and utter contempt, these 
fanatics have in thirty-seven years 
grown from a dozen or twenty to one 
hundred and thirty thousand in Utah, 
and half as many in other countries, 
what is too extravagant to expect from 
them in the next thirty-seven years, oper- 
ating under the cunningly planned sys- 


‘tem which is now foreshadowed? Let 


no one be deceived by arguments ad- 
dressed to ‘‘this enlightened age, 

‘‘ the progress of events,” ‘‘ the decay 
of superstition,” &c., &c. On the 
subject of religion, this age’ 1s as ripe 
for dupes as that of Mahomet, and 
superstition will continue among men 
in spite of the progress of events, Let 
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any infamy hedge itself about with 
ae and power, and its chance of 
becoming respectable and popular was 
never better than now. Joe Smith 
and Brigham Young were not more 
opposed and scouted in their weakness 
than was Mahomet. The progress of 
events indicates that their creed will 
become respectable and find apologists 
just in proportion as it grows strong. 
Brigham has already bvasted that he 
could ‘“‘buy Congress off,” and we 
know that in the metropolitan press 
of New York he already has a power- 
ful apulogist. The elements of Mor- 
mon growth are its very wickedness 
and moral obliquity. To the shrewd 
and avaricious, it offers trade and 
wealth ; to the ambitious, power and 
fame ; to the poor of Europe, land and 
work ; to the ignorant fanatic, a haven 
in which to anchor his faith ; to the 
carnal-minded, unlimited gratification 
of lust. These classes make up the 
bulk of mankind, and if Brigham 
can shape his plans to catch them, the 
spread of Mormonism is certain. He 


has his emissaries everywhere to make 


a and has the best system of 
orwarding poor emigrants from Eu- 
rope that could be devised. The an- 
mual accessions to the Church for the 
past three years, have probably averayed 
ten to fifieen thousand, aud more than 
half as many to the Utah settlements. 
In spite of its natural sterility, no one 
of our new Territories has settled so 
rapidly as Utah during the last five 
years, and yet there has been no mining 
excitement to draw them. In none of 
our Territories is labor so well organ- 
ized, or settlements more thrifty. What, 
then, may we not apprehend when this 
new moral monster reaches its cor- 
rupting influences into the regions of 
good land? When it shall be rich 
enough to bribe officials and assert 


itself as a political power ? 
The evil cannot be overrated. — It is 
great and growing. It is entrenched. 


It is buying public opinion over ta its 
justification, and thousands are now 
its excusers or apologists, who in its 
weakness entertained for it only con- 
tempt or abhorrence. If the govern- 
ment does not soon take it vigorously 
in hand, it will by and by become as 
deeply rooted as slavery; and cost as 
much to eradicate. 


‘nents come to upon the subject af 
‘able. After stating 


** Mormonism,” are extremely remark- 

that the counsels 
of President Young and the Elders of 

the Church at the April Conferense 

were calculated, if observed, to make 

the people ‘‘ wealthy,” and ‘‘ vitally 
and powerfully influential,” that *‘ no 

ruler conld, under the circumstances, — 
give better advice,” that by followmg 
it ‘‘ the Mormons will very soon gather. 
around their settlements every element. 
of material power, and be quite inde- 
pendent of the rest of the world,” 
that ‘‘in of our in Ut 
labor so well organized, (as in : 
or settlements more thrifty,” the Alta 
California arrives at the very logical 
conclusion that *‘ Mormonism” is @ 
‘new moral monster,” that ‘‘ the evil: 
cannot be overrated,” and that ‘if the 
government does not take it a : 
ously in hand, it will by and by be~ 

come as deeply rooted as slavery, and: 
cost as much to eradicate.” a4 


lt seems as though men lose their 


natural sense when they attempt te | 
argue against the work of God. Those 
who upon other subjects are able te: 


bring forth their ‘‘ strong reasons,” 
who can enter into the merits of many 
difficult questions, and conduct am 
argument to its logical and legitimate 
conclusion, appear to become mentally 
debilitated, and sometimes perfectly 
imbecile, as soon as they attempt a 
solution of the ‘‘ Mormon problem.” 
In what state of mind can he be, who 
calls that a ‘‘ moral monster” which 
he admits in its theory to teach the 
avoidance of great evils, and the adop- 
tion of principles calculated to develop 
the country’s resources, and bring the 
people to unity and wealth, and in its 
practice to have brought about results 
which he is forced to admire, and 
which are; without a parallel? 
The fact is, that editors and priests 
are determined not to see divinity mm 
‘s Mormonism,” though evidences that 
God is in it are so plainly and com- 
tinually manifested. They have made 
up their minds that it must be wro 
because it is strange to them, am 
therefore all its beneficial and glorious 
effscts count for nothing. They ad- 
mit the excellence of its fruits, and 


yet cai] the tree evil, Let them cas 


¢ 
+ 


The conclusions which our ODDO-: 
| 
| 
| 
« 
~ 
“San 
4 
4 

4 

; 

« 

‘ 

. 

re 

7 
3 
. 
, 


390 


y will see their own foolishness, 


RELIGIOUS DOUBTS AND SCHISMS. 


aside the prejudice which clouds their | and the truth and greatness of the 
7 and warps their judgment, and | work of God.—Eb.] 


RELIGIOUS DOUBTS AND SCHISMS. 


The unsettled condition of the world, 
religiously as well as politically, is 
every day becoming more apparent. 
Politically there is nothing binding on 
individuals but the claims of party, 
which, unless there are personal ob- 
jects of interest to hunt after, are 
weak as ropes of sand. 

In the religious world the fact is 
staring mankind in the face that the 
old, worn-out systems religion, 
offered to them by men who are them- 
selves in most instances infidels to the 
doctrines they preach, are inadequate 
to meet the wants of the human mind. 
They have striven to hold mankind in 
menta! bonds for centuries, while pro- 
fessing to lead them to the higher 
forms of truth, which human beings 
felt existed, but could not reach un- 
aided and unguided. These self- 
appointed guides do not know the way 
which they assume to direct others in. 
They are dependent on the lesser to 
help the greater, according to their 
own construction. And they make 
the exposition of religion dependent 
upon the advance of science, because 
they do not understand the former, 
and they have some slight glimmer- 
ings of the latter. 

The consequence is, that men of 


thoughtful minds reject the so-called. 


Christian religion in its forms, and 
strike out into new fields of thought, 
to find, if possible, something more 
congenial with their conceptions of 
right and wrong. Some hold on to it 
as a religion, but alter and modify 
their modes of expressing belief ; some 
reject it altogether, while owning the 
existence of an overruling Being, of 
whom and of whose existence they 
have the most vague and undefined 
ideas ; and others step into direct 
atheism, own no God but their own 
minds, and reject any life but the 
brief, sinful one in which they now 
exist. 


If men would humble themselves 


before the Lord and hearken to his 
voice, they would not thus be “led 
astray by every wind of doctrine,” nor 
would their minds be so t:oub!ed. 
But they have been educated to be- 
lieve that modern Christianity is cor- 
rect, and in conformity with the will 
of God, and breaking the band of 
ignorance thus cast around them, they 
sever other cords, and launch out 
without a compass or rudder into the 
broad and wild sea of infidelity. 

Not long since Dr. Colenso, the 
Bishop of Natal, electrified the Christ- 
ian world by the peculiar character of 
his teachings. Dependent upon what 
lisht he could obtain from science 
and thought, he objected to much in 
the five books of Moses, taught Christ- 
ians to believe in polygamy, and in- 
troduced some other views which were 
very shocking to unthinking, sancti- 
monious Christians, who believe and 
yet they know not why, profess faith 
in God and repudiate-his very exist- 
ence, 


Colenso is but one of many who 


have within a short time cast off their 


allegiance to existing forms of faith, 
while still remaining teachers of re- 
ligion to men; though few of them 
are so elevated in the ecclesiastical 
world as he is. One of the most 
notable of these is a Scotch divine, 
who, in the metropolis of rigid Pres- 
byterians and stern Covenanters, has 
abjured the faith of which he was a 
believer and priest. The Rev. James 
Cranbrook, a clergyman of consider- 
able notoriety and more than average 
ability, recently resigned the pastoral 
charge of a church in Edinburgh ; 
gave his reasons for so doing to an Im- 
mense audience who had collected to 
hear him; and commenced as a reli- 
gious teacher on another basis, assu- 
ming to be alike independent of creeds 
and people. In giving his reasons for 
forsaking his former faith, he sal 

some things which are as true as they 
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must be unpalatable to the great mass | 
he follow-. 


of professing Christians. 
ing brief extract is pithy and pointed:— 
- “ Every one, [ presume, is aware of 
the wonderful changes which of late 

have come over the state of re- 
cae opinions. Doubt, perplexity, 
unbelief, are spread everywhere. Even 
in the most orthodox churches you see 
the old moorings are loosening, and 
 yain efforts are being put forth to re- 
concile the ancient standards with 
modern methods of thought. There 
are very few real, genuine, thorough- 
going believers in the creeds.” 

These statements he sustains by 
solid, powerful arguments, and then 
announced his intention of keeping 
y a place for teaching all who may 
choose to accept his ministry. 

Thus changes are rung on religion, 
as on politics, the world over. No 
revelation from heaven ; no knowledge 


Lord,” but all is ‘doubt, perplexity, 
unbelief.” Men may bresk fortl 
from old moorings, only to drift down 
a shoreless stream of doubt and ‘an- 
certainty ; and the great family of 
man, trusting to such incompetent 
ilots, are being carried along they 
now not whither, towards a pomt of 
nang they have not even the faintest 
idea. | 
The truth as revealed from heaven 
can alone set the minds of men com- 
pletely at rest, wien they are awaken- 
ed to a consciousness of their true con- 
dition. Well may the Saints be thank- 
ful to God for the unity we manifest, 
and the certainty and knowledge 
which we enjoy.—Deseret News. 


MINUTES OF THE SHEFFIELD DISTRICT CONFERENCE, ~ 
HELD IN THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MEETING ROOM, BRADFORD, 
SUNDAY, MAY 5, 1867. 


105 a.m. 

Choir sang, ‘‘ The morning breaks,” 
&c. Prayer by Elder A. Miner. 
Singing by the choir. , 

Elder W. 8. Warren, President of 
the District, then addressed the con- 
gregation on the nature of the meet- 
ing, and called on the Conference Pre- 
— for a report of their fields of 

or. 

Elder John Barker, President of the 
Leeds Conference, said he was happ 
to have the privilege of meeting with 
the Saints, and hoped they should 
have a good time together, and that 
the Spirit of the Most High might be 
with them. He had labored with 
great pleasure in the Leeds Confer- 
ence, and the Saints had been ve 
kind to him all the time. Muc 
preaching had been done both in and 
out of doors, but the fruits had not yet 

nseen. The brethren had labored 
very faithfully in preaching the Gos- 
pel to the people, and had been willing 
to go to any Bec where they were 
Sent. Most of the Saints were doing 


sent that day. 


about the best they knew how, though 
many of them were out of employ- 
ment. 


Elder Edwin Walker, President of 


the Sheffield Conference, said he was 


happy to have the privilege of repre- 
senting the Saints in the Sheffield Con- 
ference. Most of them were doing 
their duty. Some had begun to: 
that they had learned all they could 
in this country, so they were trying to 
get away to Zion, where they could 
learn more, yet there were some in 
the back ground ; but on the whole, 
he felt satisfied with the Saints im 
this Conference, and he prayed that 
God would bless them and those pre- 
Elder William H. Scott represented 
the Hull Conference in good standing. 
The local Priesthood were faithful to 
their President, brother Willams, 
who was like a father to them. Some 
of the Saints were poor, and felt so 
too; but take them as a whole, they 


were a good people. na 
Elder W.S. addressed 


of that which God requires from fie 
children of men; no authority to 
guide and dictate, and declare 
the voice of truth, “Thus saith the ~ 
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the meeting and said—‘‘ The Saints of 
the Sheffield District are ing to 
keep the commandments of God, and 
many are saving up means to go home 
where the Lord wants them to be; 
still there are others that are carzless. 
Some have withdrawn their monies 
from the Emigration Fund to specu- 
late with, and have lost it all; but 
those that are doing as they are coun- 
selled, are growing in the work of the 
Lord, and are preparing to go to the 
Valley.” He then read the Statisti- 
cal and Financial Reports, and spoke 
at some length, showing that the Dis- 
trict was in a healthy state; also upon 
the prinziple of Tithing, and the build- 
ing up of the kingdom of God, and 
said that the reports given by the 
brethrcn were true and to the point. 
The Authorities of the Church in all 
their different Quorums, were then 
laid before the meeting, and the Saints 
unanimously voted to sustain them. 

Singing by the choir. Benediction 
by Elder George D. Watt. 

2 p.m. 

Singing by the choir. Prayer by 
Elder R. Williains. Choirsang hymn 
on page 202. 


Elder George D. Watt addressed 
the meeting, giving a description of 
the Territory of Utah, its people, their 
customs, position, prospects, &c., and 
earnestly exhorted the Saints to save 
their money, and diligently strive to 


gather to that country. e hall was 
crowded, and the congregation listened 
with great attention. 

Choir sang hymn on 125. 


Benediction by Elder F. D. Richards. 


6} p.m. 

Choir sang hymn on page 195. 
Prayer by Elder John Barker. Sing- 
ing by the choir. 

Elder A. Miner delivered a length 
discourse upon the kingdom of G 
showing the constituent parts neces- 
sary to its formation—viz., a king, 
territory, laws, officers, and people. 
Gave some explanation of the laws of 
the kingdom now in force, and con- 
cluded with some remarks upon the 
operations of the Spirit of God. 

Choir sang hymn on page 232. 
Benediction by Elder F. D. Rich- 
ards. 

BENJAMIN JuDSON, Clerk. 


THE POWER OF EXAMPLE. 

Tue text which President Young gave to the Elders at the Thirty-seventh 
Annual Conference, should be written in letters of eternal fire upon the hearts 
of the Elders in Israel. ‘‘ Never cease your efforts until the Saints become 
of one heart and of one mind.” What can be of greater importance to the 
Latter-day Saints, than the eternal principle involved in this short sentence ? 
When God comes to his own, there must be no clashing of interests among his 
people. ‘Except ye are one, ye are not mine,” is alesson which every Latter- 
day Saint ha; been faithfully taught, and it is the acme of our hopes, for with- 
out this great accomplishment there can be no salvation for the people. 
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We quote the following from President Young’s remarks published inthe ts a 


Deseret News, on which it will be well for the Saints to ponder, especially 
those who anticipate emigrating to Utah, this season, or when the Lord opens 
the way :—‘‘ What has been the amount expended by the people here during 
the fiscal year ending to-day, for tobacco, coffee, tea, and liquors consumed by 
this people? Ifthe means so wasted had been saved for the past year, it 
would amount to a sum more than sufficient to buy the pre-emption right to 
the land claimed and taken up in the Territory, if a land office were established 
here at once.” What must have been the reflections of men who desire in 
their hearts to bring about the righteous purposes of the Almighty, when they 
heard this statement of facts? Many of the Saints had apparently forgotten 
the Word of Wisdom, and from one point of view had bartered the land, 
which for years they had importuned the Almighty to bless and make fruitful, 
for the very superfluities which he had numbered among those which were 
injurious, and would shorten our career of usefulness on the earth. 

This school of experience in which we find ourselves, is a very important 
part of our existence, quite as much so as any we shall see hereafter, for is it 
not written, ‘‘ Their works shall follow them?’ and from this stand-point we — 
wish to view the labors of the Elders of Israel. We have often heard it 
remarked concerning men in the world, that they struggle all their days for 
wealth, and perhaps attain the desired object but a few short years before 
their dissolution, having prepared themselves to live comfortably, when death 


claims them as his own. 


The young Elders are called on missions—they go forth to the world as 
messengers of salvation—a new field is opened to them, and they behold, in 
part, the great work to be accomplished. They see at once that to become 
efficient laborers, they must employ their minds in studying good books, and 


_ seeking continually the light of the Spirit of God. The youth of to-day. 


becomes a middle aged man, and passes on to age, his usefulness increasing 
until his steps become feeble, his voice low, and his head, which has become 
white in the school of experience, is bending down towards the grave. If that 
Elder has profited by the things which he has suffered, and the Spirit of truth 
has given him understanding, although he may not be able to stand before the 
people in the vigor of manhood, yet one trembling sentence from the store- 
house of experience, by this aged man of God, unfolds a volume of wisdom to 
those who know him, and especially are the impressions of those gems treasured 
in the tender minds of our children. Grandpa and grandma very often mould 
the character of the little ones who prattle around them year after year; and 
“bring up a child in the way he should go, and he will not depart from it.” 
President Young prophesied in the name of the-Lord, that if the mothers in— 
Israel would abstain from using hot drinks and stimulants, that five years 
should be added to their existence, and the lives of their children would be 


lengthened ten years. Here, then, is the point; by a long career of useful- 


ness we but arrive on the threshold of knowledge, and in the evening of our — 
lives we are prepared, by experience, to accomplish much by that most potent 
of all exhortation—example. But by using tea, coffee, tobacco, and liquors, | 
our lives are shortened, and the children whom we love so much are deprived 
of our experience, at a time when impressions are easily made and bat rarely 
eradicated, be they good or evil. ; | 
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With these facts staring us in the face, who can say, ‘‘A cup of tea or coffee 
does me so much good,” when it is a demon who, stepping between you and 
your little ones, renders you powerless to sustain them by kind words, and 
a helping hand in their battle of life. Mothers, you deprive those 
tender buds to whom you have given birth, of your watchful care when it is 
most needed ; and it is necessary that the Elders rise up in the power and 
majesty of the Priesthood, and set an example worthy of imitation. The 
simple act of drinking a cup of tea with a friend, cannot be viewed as a sin in 
the abstract ; but it is catering to an appetite which may pass beyond our con- 
trol, and what was simply an act of folly, unless speedily repented of, will 
shorten our lives five or ten years, which may justly be termed suicidal ; 
besides, we are abandoning our children, and if they are lost, where does the 


responsibility lie ? 


MEXICO. 


Philadelphia, May 31. 
The Mexican Empire has fallen ; 
for the intelligence of the capture of 
Queratero, and the unconditional sur- 


render to the Liberalists of Maximul- 


ian and his officers, is daily confirmed 
by despatches from various parts of 
Mexico. The unreliable character of 
Mexican news caused a general doubt 
of the first despatch, but this incredu- 
lity has been dissipated, and the pro- 
bable fate of Maximilian is earnestly 
discussed. While the people of the 
United States gererally desire the suc- 
ces of the Mexican Republic, with this 
wish there was nothing that indicated 
a hope that the unfortunate Emperor 
might be murdered. For him now, 
when a prisoner, there is an universal 
appeal to Juarez to spare his hfe, and 
that appeal has found official expres- 
sion in the intercession already made 
by the Secretary of State. Yet there 
are fears that he will be shot, though 
how even the Mexicans, regardless as 
they are of the laws of humanity in 


carrying on war, can disregard the 


appeal for Maximilian’s safety from 
the entire civilized world, it is difficult 
to see. His relatives in Europe are 
most anxious to obtain tidings from 
him. Yesterday the Austrian Minister 
received cable despatches from the 
Austrian Court, earnestly inquiring 
what may be his fate. These were 
shown to the Secretary of State and 
the President, at an interview granted 


the Minister, but they were unable to 
give him any intelligence additional 
to that already made public. The 
President thinks Maximilian will not 
be executed, but he knows nothing 
more than the world does of what may 
be the course of his captors. Cruel as 
they are, the Mexicans can scarcely 
afford to kill Maximilian ; for it might 
cost them the support of the United 
States, and Juarez has too many rivals 
to risk losing that. 

It is curious that Queretaro, which 
by its fall has ended the Mexican Em- 
pire, should have been the same city 
in which the treaty of peace was 
signed, after the war between Mexico 
and the United States 20 years ago, 
which gave the latter country Texas 
and California. The last victory, 
though by one Mexican faction over 
another, may also result. in more an- 
nexation ; for the Secretary of State 
already has his eyes bent upon the 
Northern Mexican provinces. The 
city which has acquired such fame by 
Maximilian’s downfall, is 110 miles 
north-west of Mexico city, and is the 
capital of the Mexican State of Quere- 
taro, a sparsely-settled, but fertile 
mountainous district of 2,444 square 
miles in extent. The city is fortified 
strongly, and was probably cap 
more from internal dissensions and t 
privations of its garrison, than by any 
extraordinary military skill on 1% 
part of its beseigers. Maximilian 
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entered Queretaro on | y 19th, 
with 10,000 men, and found there 
6,000 more under Mejia and Castillo. 
These were nearly all the troops upon 
whom he could rely, and he deter- 
mined, by uniting them under his 

rsonal command, to settle, if possi- 
le, the quarrels about precedence 
among his subordinate officers, which 
had impaired the efficiency of his 
army. ximilian thus found him- 
self in the centre of a fertile portion 
of the country, if any country deso- 
lated by war, as Mexico is, can be 
called fertile ; and equi-distant from 
his own capital, and that of the Li- 
beralists at San Luis Potosi. But the 
Liberalists had already had cavalry 
parties marauding around Queretaro, 
and as soon as Maximilian posted him- 
self there, they determined to begin 
the seige. They threatened Puebla, 
Vera Cruz, and the capital, and on the 
Ist of April an assault was made on 
Puebla, which ended in its surrender 
next day. Several thousand Liberal- 
ists had kept up a partial seige of Que- 
-retaro before this, and the fall of Pu- 
ebla set free enough of their army to 
enable them to entirely surround it. 
They then began the seige in earnest, 
and had frequent and bloody encoun- 
ters before its walls, which resulted in 
varying success. Maximiliam was de- 
prived of supplies, and his garrison 
became discontented, and in some 
cases mutinous. Miramon, one of his 
ablest Generals, was badly wounded, 
and this added to his troubles. While 
he could successfully resist armed at- 
tacks, he could not resist the weaken- 
ing effects of hunger and misfortune, 
and he began to treat with the besieg- 
ers. They rejected all terms of capi- 
tulation, determined to starve him into 
an unconditional surrender, and soon- 
er, perhaps, than they anticipated, the 
surrender came. Escobedo had plan- 
ned an attack upon an outwork of the 


and it was taken by surprise. In 
their retreat to the. enon line, being — 
raked by artillery, the Imperiali 


The attack was made before dayii 


were thrown into confusion, and the 
Liberalists, who never anticipated so 


much success, were enabled to make 


a breach and get into the ¢ity. Pro- 


bably fearing an indiscriminate slaugh- 


ter, or, perhaps, as much dish 1 
as his half-starvad garrison, Maxi- 
milian met them with an uncondi- 
tional surrender, and carnage ceased. 
All the Imperialists and all their mu- 
nitions of war fell into the hands of 
their captors, without a single stipu- 
lation being made for the safety of any 
man’s life. Whether the Liberalists 
cruelly put to death a score of their 
prisoners, as was the case at Puebla, 
is not known ; but Maximilian, as late 
as May 17th, was safe. He was then 
being transported under guard to Ju- 


arez, at San Luis Potosi, 120 miles 


distant. | 
Juarez, who by this victory becomes 
fora little time the ruler of Mexico, 
is described by Secretary Seward’s 
messenger, who bore the recent inter- 
cession for Maximilian’s life, as a slow- 
motioned, stout, and heavily-built 
man, about 60 years of age, with short, 
straight black hair, and black eyes, a 
clean-shaven, broad, and coarse-fea- 
tured face, expressive of much deter- 
mination and general intelligence, and 
a large and well-set head. He is a 
full-blooded Mexican Indian. His 
utterance is slow, but marked with 
much decision. He speaks no English. 
Whether he will be able successfully 
to rule the turbulent country over 
which he has been called to preside, is 
a question that time can only solve. 
With so many rivals as he has, and in 
a land that has had an average of one 
ruler for every 15 months of the last 
half century of its existence, the 


chances of his having either a long or 


rrison, known as the ‘‘Cruz Fort,” | a quiet reign are decidedly poor. 
or the morning of the 15th of May. | 
CORRESPONDENCE. 


AMERICA. 
Omaha, May 11, 1867. 
Elder William B. Preston. , 
Dear Brother,—Through the bles- 


| sing of our heavenly Father I am thus 


far on my journey home to the moun- 
tains of Israel. I have to thank the 


Lord for his bleasings to me, for To 
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never enjoyed such health before. 


The country is rich and the climate 
beautiful. I have certainly read of 
the beauty of the American climate, 
but like the hungry man reading or 
hearing of a rich feast, whilst he was 


not permitted to partake of it, behold 


he was hungry still, and his soul un- 
satisfied ; so it was with me, I had 
heard and read of the beautiful land 
of the West, but to realize the clear, 
blue sky, the rich and fertile ground, 
yielding its choice fruit, I had to have 
practical observation. Of a truth, this 
is a goodly country. I have not seen 


anything of the misery and squalor 


that is to be found in Liverpool ; 
everybody here is full of business of 
some kind, and I think no man who 
is willing to work need go hungry, or 
lack those creature comforts so neces- 
sary to the happiness of man. 

The railway work in Omaha is all 
completed. Two trains are daily run- 
ning to the North Platt>, and I be- 
lieve the engineer is laying down the 
rails two and ahalf miles per day. 
There are about two thousand soldiers 
here going West. The Indian war is 
the all-absorbing topic, and the feel- 
ing in general is, that the Indians will 
more quite a match for Uncle Sam. 

any entertain the idea that the red 
men are assisted by the whites ; but 
be this as it may, Laman is vexing the 
Gentiles with a sore vexation, and I 
am led to believe that many who yes- 
terday left here with shouts of tri- 
umph, will lay their bodies down in 
their attempt to subdue the red skins. 
There have been quite a number of 
various tribes in Omaha this week. 
I was quite interested, and took a 
good long look at both men, women, 
and children. I saw one young man, 
who really was handsome in face and 
beautiful in figure: he carried his 
bow and arrows, and had a long eagle’s 
feather fasiened to the top of the bow. 
Surely they are of Israel, and the day 
of their redemption is nigh. | 

I have a fine view from where I am 
writing, of Council Bluffs, Florence, 
and the long, long road over the Plains 
West. Ihave felt since I have been 
here, to turn my face to the West 
when calling upon my heavenly Fa- 
ther for the guidance of his Holy 
Spirit, that [ may live to see the face 


grass is but short yet. 
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of the Prophet, and mingle with the 
peovle of God. There are some title 
of teams here—mules and oxen rang- 
ing in price according to quality. The 
The general 
emigration will not commence until 
the beginning of next month. I do 
not know whether I shall be able to go 
on or not. I expect brothers Russell, 
Call, Brown, Smith, &c., will be here 
by the end of this month, and | shall 
then be guided by their counsel. I 
expect that | am the only member of 
the Church in Omaha. There are 
plenty of men who profess to be 
‘¢ Mormons,” and some who have been 
to the mountains, but have made 
shipwreck of the faith they once 
knew to be true. 

The man I started to work for, told 
me he was a ‘‘ Mormon,” that he knew 
the Gospel was true, but that Brigham 
Young was an impostor. I very soon 
discovered that he was in the gall of 
bitterness, and that he had neither 
part nor lot with the Israel of God. I 
have seen the spirit of evil made mani- 
fest in the old country, but never any- 
thing like unto what I have seen dis- 
played here by apostates. President 
Young, his Counsellors, the Twelve, 
and all the Authorities of the Church, 
are spoken of with a bitterness of soul 
that savors much ef the bottomless 
pit. When they found out that I was 
a Salt Lake Mormon, as they were 
pleased to call me, they made it their 
business to tell the passers by that I 
was one of Brigham’s men, bound for 
Salt Lake. Very nearly all have 
something to say to me—telling me to 
stop here, and then go with them to 


Jackson county; but I said to the 


crowd, Gentlemen, look at me full in 
the face, and allow me to bear m 
humble testimony ; and for a while 
got order, for they were at me three at 
a time, wishing to convert me from 
the error of my ways. 

I bore my testimony to the truth, 
that I knew Brigham Young was the 
legal successor of Joseph, and the 
inspired leader of Israel, when they 
cried out ‘Go on, go to hell, he 18 
one of Brigham’s—just suit Brigham, 
&e. I said, gentlemen, I have re- 
ceived a greater testimony now; and 
am more convinced that you have - 
not the Spirit of God by the spirit you 
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manifest. Some felt ashamed at the 
ill feeling shown towards me, being a 


er, and said, ‘‘ We wish you no 


harm,” &. I said, I am not afraid, 
my trust isinthe Lord. They wanted 
to shake hands and be very kind to 
me, inviting me to their meeting, &:>., 
but I had quite sufficient to convin:e 
me that they have the seeds of death 
in their midst. | 

Kind love to all the brethren with 
whom J am acquainted, and the same 
to you, from your humble brother in 
the Gospel, 
ENGLAND. | 

Newport, Mon., May 27, 1867. 
President B. Young, jun. 

Dear Brother,—Having been relea- 
sed from my ministerial labors in this 
country, with the privilege of return- 
ing to our mountain home this season, 
I have thought it might not be out of 
place, before the time of my departure 
arrives, to furnish you, and the read- 
ers of that bright little luminary the 
Star, with a synopsis of my travels 
and labors in the kingdom of God in 
this last dispensation of mercy to man, 
as an item of history. beet 

In the year 1840, on the 10th 
April, | was baptived for the remission 
of sins by a man holding authority 
from God, in the river Gryfe, which 
flows ae the little village of 
Bridge of Weir, Renfrewshire, Scot- 
land. A few months afterwards, being 
called and ordained to the holy Priest- 
hood, 1 immediately began, in much 
weakness, to proclaim the words of 
life, and declare and testify to the peo- 
ple in the villages and towns in that 
region, that God had spoken from the 
heavens, and revealed the fulness of 
the everlasting Gospel in its primitive 
simplicity, excellency, and power, 
with authority to preach and admini- 
ster the ordinances thereof to all true 
penitent believers. The Spirit and 
aes of the Almighty attended my 

bors, and in weakness | was made 
strong, and soon became an humble 
instrument in His hands of bringing 
many of the truly. honest to a know- 
ledge of the truth. I continued tra- 
velling and preaching the Gospel in 
my native land, with much success, 


for nearly four years. In the year| Walker. 1 travelled in company with 


neral Conference held in Li 

was ordained to the High Priest- 
hood, and received an 
preside over the Sheffie 
where [ labored, and subsequently in 
the Hull Conference, until mber 
1848, during which time many were 
added to the Church. ie) 

In January 1849, I sailed from 
Liverpool for New Orleans, on the 
ship Zetland, and was one of the coun- 
sellors to Elder Orson Spencer, who 
was President of the company. On 
or about the 28th of October, after 


Conference, 


emigrafed that season, | arrived in 
Salt Lake Valley. 1n 1856, in the 
month of April, at a General Confe- 
rence, | was sent on a mission to Eu- 


following, when | received my assign- 
ment from Elder Orson Pratt to labor 


James Park in the Presidency of the 
Scottish District. 
In 1858, in the month of June, I 
returned to the Valley in company 
with many others of the Elders who 
had been on missions to different parts 
of the world. On our arrival in Great 
Salt Lake City, we found our houses, 


ren to receive us, and bid us welcome 


the bloodhounds were on their track 
—they had gone to seek shelter in the 
caves and dens of the monntains. 
Having learned from years of experi- 
ence that it is better to obey God than 
man, they resolved to sacrifice h 
lands, 
required, sooner than forsake their 
religion and their God. I need not 
dwell upon this part of our history, 


years. | 


General Conference held in Great Salt 


Lake City, | was appointed on my pre- 
sent nities and left there on the 4th 


afterwards, at a meeting of Elders 
held at 42, Islington, Liverpool, Scot- 
land was assigned as my field of labor, 
under the direction of Elder Henson 


intment to 


having encountered a most terrific 
| snow storm, well known to many who 


rope; arrived in Liverpool in July — 


in Scotland, and succeeded Elder 


but where were our wives and child-’ | 


to our homesagain! They had fled—_ 


ssessions, and life itself, if — 


as it has been before the world for 
In 1864; in the month of April, at a 


of May following, and landed in this — 
country on July 19th. A few days. 


| 1844, in the month of Apri 
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Elder Walker, visiting the most of the 
Branches of the Church composing the 


the Gos- 

1, and blessing and comforting the 
Saints. While thus engaged, [ re- 
ceived an appointment to succeed 
Elder John Sharp, jun., in the Presi- 
dency of the Dundee Conference, who 
had been released and appointed to 
labor in the Scandinavian Mission. In 
a few months afterwards, I was released 
from the Presidency of that Confe- 
rence, and sent to take charge of the 
Edinburgh Conference, where I con- 
tinued my labors until Jan. 
when at the General Council of Elders 
held in Birmingham, I was released 
and appointed to succeed Elder J. C. 
Wixom (who was released to return 


Scottish District, preachi 


home) in the Presidency of the Chel- 


tenham District, comprising the Chel- 
tenham, Worcester, and Herefordshire 
Conferences. I have been laboring 
here now for the last twelve months, 
to the best of the abilities which God 
has given me. 

Before leaving my present field of 
labor, permit me to say a few words 
in relation to the circumstances and 
condition of the Saints in this District. 
In a temperal point of view, many of 
them are really poor. In the agri- 
cultural parts of the country the bre- 
thren have to labor from ten to six- 
teen hours per day, for a salary of 
from eight to ten shillings per week, 
and have families numbering from 
four to eight persons to maintain ; yet 
they are rich in the spirit and graces 
of our holy religion, and are ever 
ready and willing to render what little 
assistance they possibly can to spread 


the Gospel and build up the kingdom 


of God ; and I can say truthfully that 
I have received, as well as other El- 
ders, much more kindness from such, 
than from those who are in much 
better circumstances, and I feel to say 
in my heart, God bless the honest 
poor, abundantly reward them for their 
many acts of kindness and liberality 
to his servants, hasten the day of their 
redemption from bondage and oppres- 
sion, and gather them from the midst 
z wickedness, which is spiritual Baby- 

n. 
By reading the foregoing, it will be 
_ perceived that by the time I shall have 
reached my valley home, that I have 


1866, 
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devoted about fifteen years out of 
twenty-seven in travelling and 

ing the Gospel of the kingdom of 

and I can declare and testify they 
have been the best and happiest por- 


tions of my life; and when I reflect 


upon my labors, and the provi- 
dences of which have been thrown 


around me, I am filled with joy in- 
expressible, and feel truly thankful to 
the oe that I have been thus 
far preserved in the truth, and hope, 
by being humble and faithful, to en- 
dure to the end. 

With very kind regards to yourself, 
brothers Franklin D. Richards, W. B. 
Preston, and all in the office, I remain 
your fellow servant, is 

James 


Southampton, June 10, [867. 
President B. Young, jun. 

Dear Brother,—Inasmuch as man 
have given a brief account of their tra- 
vels and ministry while on their mis- 
sions, I also throw in my mite before 
returning home. 

I was appointed in the spring of 
1865, on a mission to Europe, and left 
Great Salt Lake City the 26th of May, 
in company with 45 Elders. I landed 
in Liverpool on the 11th of August, 
and was appointed to labor as Travel- 
ling Elder in the Birmingham District, 
under the Presidency of Elder D. P. 
Kimball, and remained there until the 
6th of October, when I was appointed 
to take charge of the Southampton 
Conference, where I have labored 
since, being appointed District Presi- 
dent at the Council held in Birming- 
ham, January 1866. 

In much weakness I have labored to 
the best of my ability, and the bles- 
sings of the Lord have attended my 
administrations. The sick have been 
healed and the lame made to walk, 
and I have realized many of the say- 
ings of the servants of God in my be- 
half. I have never wanted for friends 
in all my travels, and the Saints have. 
been extremely kind to me. May the 
blessings of the Almighty attend all 
such, and may the way be opened for 
their deliverance. | 

Now that I am released to return 
tomy mountain home, I realise that 
my mission is not ended, but itis only 
a change of my field of labor. I nevet 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 
felt better in my life, and the ki mj| Lest I take up too much of your i (it(‘(iy 
of God is all and in all to me. | time, I will close, praying for 7 sted ae 
[thank you for your kindness, and | welfare, and may God ever bless you — a 
the confidence reposed in me. The | and allIsrael. Tremain, as ever, your 
Elders laboring with me are good men, | brother in the Gospel, e 
A. N. Hox, 


and may they be greatly blessed while 
travelling in this adulterous nation. 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


The Emperor of Austria was crowned King of Hungary on the 8th inst. | 
The Russians have left several churches in the country they have just ceded 
to the United States. A great many natives belong to the Greek Church, and 
it is possible that in those distant regions members of both churches eae 
and Protestant) may worship in the same temple; but it is not probable that 
this will lead to any real union between them. 
Advices have been received in Marseilles from the Mauritius, by which it > 
appears that a fearful epidemic is making extraordinary ravages, 6000 deaths -— 
having taken place on that island. Great consternation prevails. | | 
At a missionary prayer meeting in Liverpool on the 6th of June, it was ; 
stated that the London Missionary Society had a deficiency on their balance- 
sheet for last year of £20,000. The Rev. T. Shillito said the tide of worldli- — 
ness had been rising in the Christian church, damping if not a a 
their love to Christ, and their ardor in the missionary enterprise. The root of — ae 
the evil would never be reached by the excitement of continued public meet- a 
ing, it must be done by going back to the Bible, and learning afresh the ABC 
of the Gospel they professed to believe.—{ We should be rejoiced to hear that 
the gentleman's suggestion was acted upon by the ministers and people of all 
denominations. Go back to the Gospel alphabet, you have all beguh at the 
wrong place.—EpD. | 
THE GOVERNMENT PostaL TELEGRAPH ScHEME.—The Post-office authorities 
are said to be busily engaged in maturing their postal telegraph scheme. It 
will be incorporated in a bill which is to be submitted to Parliament as soon 
as the Reform Bills have left the Commons. A compulsory purchase by the 
Government of the plant and interest of all the existing telegraph companies 
was originally contemplated, but the Treasury and the Board of Trade have 
_ taken some objections to this course, and the bill will now be of a permissive 
character, giving the companies the option of sale on terms to be agreed upon 
with the Government. When the Governupestt has acquired the tele 2 
lines, they will become a department of the Post-office. New wires will be- 
laid down, and existing wires rearranged and redistributed on pote princi- 
les, combining despatch with a low uniform rate of charge, and prepayment 
y stamps. It is proposed to begin with a shilling rate for any distance, which 
will frank a message of 20 words, without including the names and addresses 
of either the sender or receiver. The message will be delivered free by special 
messenger within the radius of a mile, so that a considerable demand will be 
created for the services of lads end young men. Railway ew it is 
assumed, will be glad to sell the use of their surplus wires to the Government, — 
_ and to permit additional wires to be laid down along their lines. In Londo 
each of the ten postal districts is to have its own central telegraphic office, and, 
each receiving-house in those districts will be a subordinate office. Pillar — 
boxes will be used for the deposit of messages. More frequent collections will o 
be established ; and as soon as the message deposited in the pillar-box reaches GG 
the of the district, the telegram will be transmitted toitsdestimas 


: 
2 
. 
“Bi 
+s 
‘ 
be 
+ (28 


